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Ture Board of Public Safety is prin-
cipally engaged in trying to save the
Democratie ticket.

PoriTics sometimes acts as o _snfoty
valve—a kind of Board of Publie Safety
valve, as it were.

Tre scheme for the repeal of the nat-
ural-gas ordinance and the increase of
rates is developing in fine shape.

NoTWwITHSTANDING the alleged rapid
exhaustion of natural gas, the local
holders of large blocks of stock are not
selling. On the conirary, their brokers
are buying.

Tue present city administration has
done one thing beyond a doubt. It has
demonstrated the necessity of reform in
the eity government before it has been
in power six months.

REPUBLICANS regret that Governor
Campbell should have the chills now, so
that he cannot take the stump, but they
know that he will have them in Novem-

ber, and will be glad of it.

Ir the Democratic members of the
police force showed half as much zeal in
enforeing the law as they do in election-
eering for Mayor Sullivan the city would
be the gainer in every way.

THREE years ago the cry was, “the
ordinance, the ordinance is the thing.”
Now there is a combined movement for
tho repeal of the ordinance, and the cry
is, “The meter, the meter is the thing.”

TuE increase of $5,000,000 in the na-
tional bank circulation since the exten-
sion of the four-and-a-half-per-cent.
bonds has been made largely by banks
mm the Western and Southern States.
But this fact will only make the People’s
party leaders more indignant.

I¥ the Board of Public Safety were
disposed to do its duty Superintend-
ent Colbert would be brought to book
for openly meddling in politics, and if
he did not turn over a new leaf he
would be discharged. It is more likely,
however, that he has instructions from
the board.

T R e RS T T

TuERE is trouble in the People’s party
in Ohio. The party organ, the Cinecin-
nati Post, charges that H. F. Barnes, the
chairman of the State central committee,
is either a fool or a traitor, because he
has sent out notices to the effect that
nona but eranks can expeet more than

25,000 votes in Ohio thiz year.
L

InsTEAD of adopting civil-service rules
for the appointment of city employes
“without regard to political opinions or
gervices,” as the charter requirves, the
Board of Publie Safety seem to have
adopted a rule requiring them to shaut
their eves to violations of the law and

work for the Demoeratie ticket.
__

Tue People’s party in Texas demands
that sub-treasuries be established in
every State, so that the people can have
more money. As there is no means by
which they can get money from the pub-
lie treasuries legitimately, this demand
causes one to suspeet that these Texas

fiat-money people intend to “hold up”
those institutions,
T S ——————— W et
iN order to harmonize things it might
be advisable to have the city charter
amended so as to make the ehairman of
the Democratic cily committee and the
president of the street-railroad com-
pany co-ordinate branches of the city
government. If this is done we submit
that their salarics ought uot to be raised
while they continne in office.
*

ACCORDING tO Mr.__'l_‘a; Taggart,

Mayor Sullivan is ready to do what he |
can to make the condition of city affairs
known to the people of Indianapolis, ';

bat it is practically confessed by the
commiitee and himself that ke can-
not and dare not stand up in publie and
d=fend bhis own administration. This is
just what ¢verybody suspected from the
start.

police is about the dirtiest bit of low-
down politics on record. Of course, the
object 18 not so muchthe hope of fasten-
irg anything disreputable on him,—be-
canse, so far as that is concerned, Mr.
Hervod lives an open life,—as it is to
heep track of his movements and report
them to the Democratic managers. By
dogging his steps in this way Messrs.
Taggart & Co. expect to be able to fol-
low him uwp and counteract his work
smong disallfected Democrats. It would
be bad enough if they employved and
paid a private detective for such work,
bat to put the city police on it is a gross
outrage.

——
WaAT bas the Board of Public Safety
done to earn their salaries! The Board
of Public Works has kept pretty

to anything

e 25w ) Srqenlt - v, paper organs are bLound to
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done by the Board of Public Safety?
Its members receive $600 a year, £1,800
for the three, and if they have doue the
city 18 cents worth of good since their
appointment we shonid be pleased to
hear of it. Two of them are partisan
Democrats and the third is a non-
partisan Republican. Beyond provid-
ing places for Democrats and doing the
bidding of Chairman Taggart in help-
ing to fix things up they have done
nothing. As now constituted the Board
of Public Safety is a mere politieal ma-
chine, whose only use is to illustrate
how a city charter can be ignored and

yiolated under the pretense of enforcing

it. )
A CASE 0_?_?_11!: NOT,

The refusal of Mayor Sullivan’s train-
ers to allew him to meet Mr, Herod in a
discussion of municipal affairs is a clear
case of ““dare not.” There is no reason
to doubt that it was the first purpose of
the Mayor's sponsors and keepers to
have him mect Mr. Herod. Indeed, such
was the intimation of Manager Taggart
when he first returned from his trip to
the north. Such were the intimations
of several of the Mayor’s friends before
the return of Mr. Taggart. Why, then,
this change of purpose? Why this weak
ruse of a comparison of Republican rule
in the past with the Mayor's manage-
ment under the new order of things
which the Sun has so effectually ex-
posed? The answer is no puzzle. The
Mayor and his trainers have looked the
ground over, hence their conclusion. At
first they imagined that with all the
figures at his command he would have
such an advantage over Mr. Herod that
he could hold his own and even secure an
apparent triumph. But as time passed
and the Mayor's advisers looked the
ground over, it became more aud more
apparent that it would not be safe to
permit his Honor to engage in such a
contest. Controller Woollen’s figures,
useful as they might be to.a man with
the capaecity and alertness to use them,
would not help Mr. Sullivan out. There
would be ugly charges to meet, and
pointed and incisive questions to answer,
which no amount of coachingcould pre-
pare Mr. Sallivan to meet, answer or
parry. Men of larger capacity and of
sharper intellectual parts would find it
troublesome to explain some of the dark
ways and tricks of the Sullivan regime,
but the Mayor, whatever may be his
varied virtues, is not that sort of a man,
and such is the confession of his trainers
and sponsors in their refusal to have
him meet Mr. Herod. There are some
very embarrassing features in the Salli-
van regime. He may not be re-
sponsible for them, but unfortu-
pately he is made their sponsor.
The gerrymander, which the Mayor
united with Mr. Coy to perpetrate, by
which a large number of tax-payers have
been practically disfranchised, is a
troublesome transaction for a straight-
forward man to meet. The reason for
retaining a man in the office of street
commissioner who, aside from being the
most inefficient man for the place that
could be named, insults citizens who ap-
peal to him, would be difficult to give
when demanded directly. The reason
why the streets have bheen allowed to
get into a worse condition than they
have been for years would be hard for
Mr. Sullivan to give. An explanation
for the increasing of the salary list from
£26,000 to £45,000 a year would require
more skill than the Mayer has. The
justification of an unusualy large ex-
penditure of money, making a large de-
ficiency probable, would require more
gkill than the Mayor commands.

The Mayor’s sponsors, those who know
his capacity and realize his limitations,
have carefully canvassed this whole
matter, and, as the result, decline to
have him participate in the discussion.
Thus they confess the inability of their
candidate to stand forth and defend his
record. Their refusal is their proclama-
tion of his unfitness for the office of
Mayor.

INSULTED BECAUSE HE PROTESTED.

1f people on the South Side or on the
North Side do not like to have their
streets neglected by the Board of Public
Works they should beware how they
dare to make complaints. It throws
them open to such brutal onslaughts
from the Demoucratic organs as this,
from yesterday’s Sentinel:

The door of the Board of Pnblic Works
oflice was open for a few miontes yester-
day, and » wondertul_thi.mi in “pants” and
red hirsutes “blew in.” It jumped onto
the clerk with both big feet and wanted to
know why Jag alley hadn’t been filled up.
According to It's lingo such a malfeasance
was @ travesty on the spirit of the times,

Clerk Parker modestly inquired if it filed
a written petition with the board asking
for the redemption of Jag alley. s

“Wow, wow, not by a d—n sight!” was
the answer, in stentorian grunts. ‘“Asked
the board about it three months ago’n they
said they would tend toit; bur-r-r-r—slap
—bang!

It then proceeded to wallk on its ear all
around the room, and wherever it went a
glittering generality, resembline the tail
of a comet, foliowed in 1ts wake. These
things often occur; in fact, they are bound
to a eur—and yvet, the world and the Board
of Public Works wags merrily along.

The gentleman so viciously lampooned
by the Sentinel is T. W, Sterne, a car-
penter, an account of whose protest
agninst the eriminal neglect of Linden
street was  deseribed in yesterday's
Journal, It is true that Sterne 18 noth-
ing but a carpenter, and that he dresses
no better than any other workingman,
but we protest that he is entitled to as
much counsideration as though he were
John P. Frinzel himself. Instead of
that he is contemptuously referred to as
“1t,” as a “wonderful thing in pants,”
and as “ascur.” It is true that Linden

street 18 not filled with as hapdsqme |

houses as Noith Delaware or North
Meridian, but that is no reason why it
should be spoken of as “Jag alley.” It
is not the Sentinel alone that is re-
sponsible for this outrage. It had
no reporter on the ground, and
must have gotten its grotesque
account of Mr. Sterue's protest from the
oflice of the beard, aud the clerk of the
board remarked vesterday that he
thought it was “‘doav very well.” And,

doubtless, the Sentinel’s reference yee- |

terday to the poorer residence streets as
“Hog-pen alley™ and “Barn-yard boule-
vard” was inspired from the same
gonrce.

Have the people no rights that the
Board of Public Works and its news-
respect?
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| Caunot a citizen, humble though he be,
protest before this mighty body or its
clerk without being outrageously in-
sulted because he dares to state his
grievauce?

IN reply to a circular addressed to
employers of negre labor in the cotton
and tobacco belts of the South, solicit-
ing information in regard to the im-
provement of the blacks as manufactur-
ing and farm hands, and the effect of
edueation in promoting their efficiency,
sixty-seven employers, hiring 2,413 ne-
groes, declare with emphasis that they
are steadily improving in workmanlike
qualities; forty-three employers, with
2,279 negro laborers, take an opposite
view, and fifteen are non-committal.
On the question as to the effect of edu-
cation, thirty employers, hiring 2,860
negroes, say their working power and
value are improved by edueation; nine-
ty-six, hiring 3,820 negroes, think edu-
cation detracts from: thewr value as
laborers, while thirteen are nomn-com-
mittal. The figures are not conclusive
on any point, but, coming from South-
ern men, they show a considerable de-
gree of liberality on the subject. A
generation ago hardly any Southern
man would have admitted the possi-
bility of the negro making any progress
as a freeman, while the idea of his being
benefited by education would have been
hooted at. The fact that a considerable
number of the Southern employers of
to-day frankly avow a different view
shows a gratifying degree of progress.
Meanwhile, no matter what the opinion
of Southern employers may or may not
be, all the facts go to prove that the
negroes are steadily advancing in race
culture and development.

HAarrer's WeekLY, while it clings to
magwumpism in general, expresses full
sympathy with the Republican effort to
secure the carriage of American mails
in American ships in order to build up
the ocean-carrying trade. It closes a
recent article on the postal aid law as
follows:

_The passage of this bill is an encouraging
sign that something may be hoped from
government protection to American .'hltr
ping, whereas the past has been chiefly
productive of congressional reverence for
the “‘prairie schooner” and the "schooner
with froth,” It has always been a marvel
that the government should be entirely
satisfied to pay for mail transportation to
the water’s edge and not beygnd. DBut per-
haps the postal subs:dy bill is'the precursor
of more enlightened legislation favorable
to American shipping and ship-building 1n-
terests. At all events, it is an llaportant
step toward the breaking down of an ab-
surd prejudice against subsidies, more espe-
cially concerning ships. England has not
only fostered ber commerce by subsidirs of
various kinds, but has thereby also estab-

Give the American mechanic the same hine
ofrovernment help and it will not be long
before he will build ships as cheaply as his
British competitor, and thus once more the
American flag will earry to all parts of the
world the fame of our ship-yards and ship-
builders.

PRESIDENT MCGRATH, of the Kansas
State Alliance, created a sensation at
the Alliance commercial convention in
Topeka, last week, by declaring that it
is time that the People’s party stop
howling about calamity and fdvocating
repudiation. He said that he received
scores of letters from the East asking if
Kansas farmers are really repudiators,
and seriously intend to confiscate
everything in the State which does not
beloug to them. He said that he was
weary of sending out contradictions of
such impressions, and called for a sur-
cease of the damaging rot about the
starving farmers of Kansas and an hon-
es: statement of factz, If the Alliance
accepts the advice of President McGrath
the People’s party will come to a sudden
end in Kansas.

GENERAL Master Worgyax Pow-
DERLY is being criticised by Democratic
papers for having accepted a Republican
nomination for delegate to the Pennsyl-
vaunia constitutional convention. Mr.
Powderly has been classed as an inde-
pendent in polities, and the organs are
so accustomed to “independents” who
assume the title as a disguise to conceal
the Democratic proclivities they are
ashamed of, that they cannot hide their
surprise and displeasure when one of
the number shows Republican leanings.
"It must be acknowledged that they have
some basis for the elaim that all so-
called Independents are Democrats in
reality, but there are exceptions to this
rule, and Mr, Powderly appears tobe one.

THE amicable sottlement of the L. E.
& W, strike justifics anew the Journal's
recent expressions of confidence in the
good sense and discretion of working-
men and their growing tendency to free
thiemselves from the influence of mere
agitators. Doubtless they might have
reached the smme agreement at an
earlier date, and with less loss and
tronble to all concerned, but the coming
together of managers and men even
with so mach delay is signifiecant of a
disposition to obey wise counsel. Doth
sides have made some concessions, and
if agreements are carried out in good
part more harmounious relations between
the road and its employes will exist
hereafter.

ST T T A T (S R
Mayor SvLLivaN is either aware of
the prostitution of the police force to
partisan politics or he is not aware of it.
In either case he 18 unfit to be Mayor.

If he knows and permits it he is a party
it e is too easily deceived to be trusted.
that he knows what is going on very

profit by it.

—

Tue present indications are that only

presented for redemption Sept. 2, as the
rest will be extended at 2 per cent, A
few days since it looked as if the figures
might be reversed.

carrent obligations,

Tue value of the products of the man-
ufactnres of Massachusefts was 2871,-
061.163 in 1800, against £674,634,260 in
1895, and vet the free-trade papers are
deploring the decay of the manufactur-
ing interests of that State. Itis a kind
of deecay which people can staud a goed
- deal of.

|  REFERRING to the fact that

| papers are still commeuting on the plat-
tqm which was not adopted by the
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lished her supremacy as a builder of ships.

to the wrong, and if he does not know |
It is the Journal’'s opinion, however, |

well, and that he is perfectly willing to |

£20,000,000 of the ontstanding 851,000,000 |

of four-and-a-half per cents. will be the person doing the wrong as for the vie-
| tim. The Fanuners'

| mcheme that has not been tried,

In either event the | :
: . ' eost in the end, and
treasury is prepared to discharge all |

some
Statistics.
“of trath and righteonstiess a serviee by

Pennsylvania Republican convention
the Philadelphia Press says: “The
blunder was made in sending out Sena-
tor Quay’s platiorm, which was not the
one adopted. That draft was used as a

basis by the committee, but it was vitally |

changed, and every effort of Senator
Quay’s friends to get his pet scheme
restored was defeated, both in committee
and convention.”

IN an article in the Foram George Haven
Putnam, of the New York publishing
house, endeavors to show that the charges
of greed and oppression brought against
publishers by aauthors are unjust, and that
there is really a fair and equitable division
of profits, In proof of his position he
states that the cost of bringing books
effectively before the pablic has greatly in-
creased within thirty years, that this in-
creased cost of distributing machinery has

been borne by the publishers, while there |

has been no deduction iu the rate of royalty
paid to authors. He ingenuously illus-
trates this point b saying: “On the book
published at £1, on which the author for-
merly received a royvalty of 10 cents, this
royalty remains tho same, but the net price
coming to the publisher, in place of being,
as formerly, 67 cents, is 6) cents, 55 cents,
or even 50 cents.” This showing will hardly
do muck tomake the anthora happy. They
may be gratitied to learn that publishers’
prolits are less disproportionate to their
own than formerly, but they will not be
convinced that they are not yet too large.

To the Editor of the InManapolls Journalk

Will yon please answer the following: The
case is an assauit and Latterv., A has B arreated
on A Btate warrant., Is A arelator in the case!
B is found not guilty. Can the costs of the case,
jury, ete., be taxed legally agninst A, who is a
man of property and able to pay! If the costs
cannot be legally toxed against A, will you ex-
plain the difference between a surety of the
peacs case and assault and battery! KREADER.

In an ordinary prosecution for assault
and battery, where A kas B arrested upon
a State warrant, A isnot a relator, but a
prosecuting witnees. In case B is acquit-
ted, A cannot be made to pay the costs of
the prosecution. Iu. surety-of-the-peace
cases there is a statutory provisien that,
if the finding be for the defendant, orif
the case be dismissed, or if the complaining
witness fails to prosecuie. “all costs shall
be adjudged against the complaining wit-
ness.” There is no such provision in or-
dinary eriminal prosecautions. In many
cases it would be better if there were.

sttty

Tine combination of playful dog, man
and shotgun is apt to be a bad one for the
man, a8 indicated by two cases reported in
the Journal's State nows yesterday, in each
of which the animal rubved against the
hammer acd discharged the gun, shooting
the owner. It is worth noting thatit is
always a loaded gzun that a man leanson
when his dog is frisking about his feet.
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BUBBLES IN THE AIR
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When He Used to “Fix Up.™
Mr. Wickwire—The next time that focl barber
putz any loud-smelling oil on my hair I will breal:
his neck.
Mrs. Wickwire—I rather like the scent. It car-
ries me back to the days when we were courting.

Might Be Induced,

Hungry Higgins—Queer notions people has. I
read in a paper the other day _tlxat London folks
has a custom of puttin' & piece of money in the
water when they ¢ives a young one a bath,

Weary Watkins—Well, I wouldn't mind takin’
the chances on a bath meself if there was money
in it

Wished Him Set,

Mr. Summerboard=What are youn up to, now!

Mr. J. Hay Seed—Jist a settin’ this hen.

“While yon are about it counldn’'t you set that
rooster tool”

“Set th' rooster!
Wy

“As [ was saying, could you not set him for
about six in the morning? I am tired of being

waked at daybrealk.”™
= -

For Publie Morals.
Beaton Advertiser.

However strongly opposed one may be to
President Harrison, pohitically, it would
seem a8 if no one who has the cause of true
morality at heart could refrain from ap-
plauding one of his most recent acts. This
18 his stardy refusal to grant the prayer of
certain petitioners for the pardoning of
Heywood. Several months ago this man,
who is notorious as the leading exponent
of the free-love doctrine, was arraigned be-
fore the United States Court in this district,
charged with the offense of sending im-
moral publications through the mails. He
was given a long and impartial trial and all
the subterfuges known to lawyers were re-
sortea to to save him f{rom the peniten-
tiary. All was in vain, and the offender re-
ceived a righteous sentence of two_ years
imprisonment, which sentence heis now

If that amn't a good one!

_serving.

The same sentimentality which leads its
votaries to deeorate the eells of condemned
murderers with tlowers led to the presenta-
tion of n petition ro the President for the
E::rdon or this man, A strong pressure was

rought to Lbear to eflect this object, but
Lappily in vain. The law which the cou-
viet deliberately violated was placed upon
the statute book for the purpose, and this
purpose was to preserve uncorrupted, so
far as might be, the morals of the people,
and espocially of the young, A more
Inudable purpose cannot be conceoived than
this: a poorer occasion for the manifestation
of sentimentality than this cannot well be
imagined. True men uand women, of every
religious or political ereed, should unite in
giming to I'resident Harrison the highest
praise for his commendable position.
S~ o— — - —
The Currency Isane,

Pliladelphia Press.

By next winter 1t will be plam to the
country that I'resident Harrison stands
between the country and the demand for
free silver. His position on this issue has
always been clear, and his Albany speech
renders it equally elear that he looks ou the
dany of compromise as past and gone, The
country must choose between the Demo-
ceragie party, which anpports the unlimited
coinage of silver, and the Republican party,
which opposes i1t.  There 19 no middle
ground, and the struggie next winter
promises to center the attention of the
conntry npon President Harrison's defouse
of a sonnd currency.

The extracts reprinted this merning from
Western papers approving the position of
the President are nardly less signiiicant
than the wordsof the 'resident themselves,
They show thit there is a strong and in-
luential rentiment in that section which

wiil stand by the President and the Repub- |
lican party in the fight for henest money., |

With suach support there can be no doubt
that a sound currency will win.
of S 2.5 UAEL ERlig e
Only One Honest Way,
New York Presa
There is oniy one Lonest way of raising
money, and thatis by seiling something,

| either your laboer or some article of proper-
' ty, or by barrowing on satisiactory securi-

ty. There are various dishonest methods,
too numerous to describe.  They nil usuai-
ly turn out in the end about as badly for

Aliiance can devise no

leatber money of Carthage to tho assignats
of the French and the confedcerate cotton
bonds. Iu all cases sonmchody has naid the
nohody hass been any
better oll.
et
Why Should He?
Philadelphia Record
Objection has been made in some guarters
vecanse Mr. Wm, D. Howells refused to ex-
piress his opinion on the oceasion of Mr.
James Kussell Lowell's death, But Mr
Howells's opimions ars a marketalle com-
modity, just like+ fish glue or baked beans.
Why should he give them nway gratis to
the frat comert
— el il e
The Farm Mosrtgage Lie Again Refute!,
Brooxlyn szndarnd.Union, .

Illivois bas & State HBurean of Labor
This burean Las done the canse

turning oun the light so the people could see
: o
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the misrepresentation which Alliance ora- ;
tors have pat forth regarding mortgages on |
farm property in that State, It has Leen |

said that lllinois was deep down in mort-
ages.- Now, what are the facts, as shown

y the laber bureau? Here they are: Numn-

. ber of ucres of farm land in the State, 34,-

mortgaged. There are 90,389
and the amount represented is $123,733,008,
The yearly product from these mortgaged
| farms 18 372,220,602, or about three-tifths of
the priucipal of the entire mortgage indebt-

edness. In other words, the productsof |

the mortgage farms for two years wounld
- more than pay principal and interest.
| This is u good showing. Theagriculturists,
as a rale, stand well in this country. The
! ripid growth of inanufactoriea and inerease
in the number of operatives give a good
| home market, while improved machinery
and a fertilesoil makes the American faru-
er the feeder of the world.
—-

INDIANA'S GAS SUPPLY.

C—

Have Been Abandoned in That Region.
Munecie Times.

If the gas wells in the Indiana field are
failing, as stated in the Indianapolis News,

Oil Company and ather gas and oil syndi-
cates arestill trying to obtain leases in the
Indiana gas field. The Standard was fairly
repulsed in its efforts to secure and control
the gas-producing lands in this section and

through the columus of the News. When
the statement is made that some wells in
this part of the field have been abandoned

we are prepared to say it is false. No gas-
producer in Delaware county has been
abandoned. We shall prepare and publish
a list of all the wells drilled in this vicini-
ty, showing their present condition and the
service which they are now rendering.

The inaccuracy of the News's statemonts
in regard to the drilling of the first well in
this State is almost unpardonable 1n a
paper parporting to be historical and truth-
ful, butisin keeping with the misstate-
ments in regard to the wells in this section
generally.

As to the use of separators in the wells—
to separate the gas and water—there are
none 1n Muncie or Delaware county, the
gas being dry, and the little water appear-
g in some of the wells being the result of
overtaxing them, in some instances, 1t is
charged, to discourage investments in gas
stocks.

As to the use of the separators 1n other
portions of the Iudiana tield we are not in-
formed, but here, where we reach the gas
so much above the sea level, they are not
needed, and, as said, there is not a single
one in use, : :

Of course, if the writer of the articles in
the News had cared to ascertain all the
facts in regard to the wells in Muncie and
Delaware connty—we mean the wells that
have prodnced gas—and his instructions
were to publish only the truth about them,
he ¢ounld have found something grat-
ifying apa worth recording in _the
fact that the first well put down
‘n Muncie in November, 1886, 1is
still a good producer, showing no
signs of failure, and sending out no water,
and all other producing wellsarestiil giving
forth the valuable fuel with a good prospect
of affording gas for an indefinite period. In
short, the writer could have truthfully
stated much that 1s highlj encouraging n
the Indiana gas field, and if he had hween
employed on a paper that regards the in-
terests of the city in which it 18 published
and the State from which it derivesits sup-
port as paramount, he wonld have been in-
structed to pursuean friendly policy towards
this great indnastrial section of the State,
instead of a policy of hostility.

Suspects a Deep-Laid Plot.
Muncie Herald.

We have seldom seen so many falsehoods
crowded in so small a space as were in the
article published in the Indianavolis News
on last Saturday. Itis very evident that
the News has hit upon the most systematic
plan that has ever been concocted to give
Muncie and the Indiana gas field a black
eye. The natural-gas har has been hard at

it from the day the first gas well was
drilled in the State, and Muncie, it seems,
has been the center target. The News
article on Saturday bears evidence all
along the line of a deep-laid scheme con-
ceived, not by the News publishers, but by
some corporation that seeks to swallow the
natural-gas interest and monopolize the
entire outpat. * * * The News, in its
advertisement, stated to the Seoplﬂ that a
fair report wonld be made and the facts in
every particular would be given. i3utto
the astonishment of our people the News
articles carry the coloring of paid adver-
tisements, in the interest of the Standard
0il Company or some other company that
wishes to discourage mannfecturers and
speculators from longer eatering the Indi-
ana gas field, 1t is plainly to be seen by
al! who are acquainted with the facts per-
taining vo the condition of the gas wells
that the reporter for the News either does
not know the truth, or misstates the facts
purvosely.

The News cannot find any wells that have
been abandoned in Muncie or its surround-
ings, and further, the News cannot find a
single well that wasever turned into the
lines but what is making a fair sbowing
and giving a fair output. Muncie 18 the
most favorably located of any city or town
in the belt, from the fact that the zas rock
lies some eigh(tj_\' feet above the salt level.
Our wells are dry and the %aa is pure, while
some of the towns in the belt are not so
favorably located because the gas rock lies
below the salt-water level, Muncie has no
lack of gas, and we believe that in a square
of five miles surrounding Muncie there is
sufliciont gas to supply every want in In-
diaua for years to come.

Wrong and Misleading.
Anderson Bualletin.

The Indianapolis News is devoting about
three columns a day, telling what it don’t
know aboutnatural gas and how rapidly
the field is being exhausted and the wells
filling with water. Whether these articles
are published in the interest of the Stand-
ard Uil Company or any other company

makes but little diffierence. So far ss the
Anderson field is concerned they are wrong

and misleading, but can be of little harm,
Voe important lesson can be learned from
the Nows's gas articles, and that is that
gus-line companies are yet busy leasing all
the lunds possible from the hozeish farmer
aud piping the gas to foreign cities,

Wrath in Grant County,
Marion Chronicle,

The people in this section of the belt read
the News articles with surprise and indig-
nation. The News writes itself down an
ass when it impnudently thrusta wupon

the citizens of Grant county a state-
ment that every resudent in

from the

B b

favored community knows to be false. The
ouly rational vxpianation of the counrse of
' the Newsin hiring an ontsider to show
that gas wells in the Indiana field are
| growing weaker, and in ziving no hearing
to the other side, 18 rthat the whole job was
' conceived and earried outin the interest of
the Indianapolis pipe-lines,
e W— e
The Tariff Not aun Issue,

| Brook!yn Standard.Union.

i The Democrats are talking around and
| monkeying with the tariti, bLut until they
- deline theraselves and tell what they are
i going to do, the tariif question i8 not before
. the conatry. The Republicans stand by
| the tariff as it is, holding that if thers is to

Le amendment, it muast be by the hands of
' those friendly to protection and of kindly

intell:gence on the sabject. It
' folly for Democrats to go on vexing the air
- with eries of tariil reforws, aud at the same
- time offering for consideration no partica-
lar propositions.

In the mlﬁcndinz conflict in Ohie Gov.
ernor Campbell would be very glad to talk
" about high and low tariffs, and mouth the

accustomed denunciations of manufactur-
eras at home as wonopolists, and swell
through the commonplacea that Mr. Cleve-
land seemed to believe were original ana

perhaps it can explaiz why the Standard |

it looks like it 18 now seeking after revenge '

this |

is sheer '

081,180; of this domsin, 7,060,506 acres are '
mortgages, |

FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS

- ——

Annual Address of President Baldwin
Before the American Bar Association.

——

Reviewof a iéi.r;s legislation—ADble Paper by
F. N. Judson, on “Individual Liberty of
Contract Under the Police Powers.”

Bosrox, Aug. 26.—The fourteenth anaunal

! meeting of the American Dar Association,

Delaware County Papers Deny that Wells |

irresistible, bnt his kick against the silver |
| plank only displays his anxiety and disap- |

vointment. The greatest of the imme liate
questions is whether we shall maintain the
gold or collavse to the silver standard.

the first held in New England, was cpened
this forenoon 1n Horticultural Hall. Nearly
two bhandred members were present. After
Prof. Simon E. Baldwin, of Yale College,
the president of the association, had called
the assemblage to order a welcome was ex-
tended to the visitors by Hon. John Low-
ell, the president of the Boston Bar Asso-
ciation, I'resident Baldwin responded,
stating that the association felt pleased
with the warmth of the reception accorded
it in this old historie town. Thoungh Phil-
adelphia was first a city Boston long hung
to the town system and its old and vene-
rated customs. The president then pro-
ceeded to deliver the annuai address,
which, according to the by-laws of the as-
sociation, must be a review of the note-
worthy changes of statutory law during
the preceding year. In opeuiung his address
Professor Baldwin spoke of the great di-
versity of matters treated by the federal
and State governments, and said:

“Where is history more truly wntten
than in the legislation of the times, and
what new field of legislation isentered
upon in this age, in any quarter of the
globe, that is not soon known and traveled
in every other? Here, in America, are fifty
distinct, and,for most purposes, independent
governments, each with a legislature ex-
pected and desirous to add scmething of
value to the institutions of its pecopile, and
between which eclimate, and soil, and his-
tory have made wide differences of social
conditions. There is the frontier territory,
offering bountics for the destruction of
lions and paunthers; the river States, with
their levee systems; the dry-season States,
with their wvlans for irrigation and
artesian wells; the South, with ite 13-
norant and half helpless masses of
colored laborers; one State, where com-
merce is a main object of regard; another
where mining, another where manufactur-
ing is; some rapidly increasingin wealth
and population, some stationary, some
going backwards; some still overrun with
Indians, and somne built np on usages and
traditions that have been the slow growth
of nearly three centuries. No land in
human history bhas presented such a di-
versity of social forces working in different
ways towards the same end, and under
common principles and attachments. Our
own country has not, before the past year,
which brought the number of our States up
to forty-four.”

THE SECRET-BALLOT SYSTEM.

Prof. Baldwin then proceeded, in a mas-
terly way. to review the acts of Congress
and of the legislatures of the different
States, showing that twenty-nine States
had adopted the secret-ballot system. On
this subject he said: “John Randolph, of
Roanoke, once said at a London dinner-
table, that ‘the adoption of the ballot
would make any nation a nation of scoun-

drels, if it did not find them so.” The
power to vote ono way and talk aneother
would make men hypocrites, Itis asingu-
lar instance of rapid revolution in political
ideas that within sixty yvears from the time
of this remark England has adopted the
ballot in a form securing the utmost
secrecy; that the English form has been
followed in a majority of our States; and
that the last to retain the viva voce vote,
Kentucky, having already abandoned it in
her largest city, has now, by her constita-
tional convention, pronounced sgainst it
altogether in popular elections, and pro-
poses to make the Australian system part
of her fundamental law.”

In closing he said: ““There is noticeable
in the legislative proceedings of many of
the States a want of respect for the spirit
of their constituations, while adhering to
the letter, which one cannot but regard as
n serions menace to the perpetuity of our
institutions, Obedience to law has no se-
cure foundation which does not rest npon a
certain reverence for it; and no people will
long revere what they sce their rulers daily
evade.

“Our American system of government
has been distinguished from all others by
its giving through its written conatitutions
such guarautees of individual right as no
sudden change in public sentiment, no
sudden exigency in public afiairs, could
break over or break down. But constita-
tions are nothing unleas they are enforced
in the spirit in w ..ch they were conceived.
In them, more tharn in any other thing of
bhuman institutiop. ‘the letter killeth,’
The courts may be relied on for their
faithful interpretation, but that our
ﬁgi&latou may be equally true, can

secured only by the constaut
insistence on the part of our profession,
a8 the great lervor o public
opinion, at least as put :n form b{ legisla-
tive action, that no constisutional princi-
ple ought ever to be underminded or evad-
ed in statnte law on a plez of pablic neces-
sity. There 18 no necessity so imperious as
that of supportivg the Constitution to
which we are doubly bound by ouroaths as
citizens, and our oaths as members of the
bar. Its formalities, its delavs, its Litiga-
tions are the best fruits of a thousand years
of Anglo-Saxon hidtory. The omnipotence
of the British Parliament our fathers re-
fused to reproduce on American soil, and it
belongs to us to keep 1t out in substance, as
1t 18 in form.”

At the ciose of the President’'s address,
which lasted an hour and a half, the gener-
al council reported on the nomination of
new members. Opne hundred and sixty
numes were presented, of which number 101
are from Massachusettsand thirty-one from
Connecticnt, There being no objection all
were constituted members. A recess was
then taken.

CONTRACTS UNDER THE POLICE POWER.
At the afternoon session Frederick N.
Judson, of 8t. Louis, read a paper on *“‘In-
dividaal Liberty of Contract Under the
Police Power.” Mr. Judson, in part, said:
“The police power of the State is said
to be updefined and undefinable. In the
words of Judge Cooley, it embraces
the whole system of internal regulation,

by which the State seeks to preserve public
order and prevent offenses againat the
State; and, like the power of taxation, it
pervades every department of business, and
reaches to every interest and every subiect
ol profit or enjoyment. » - We
have to inquire, 1n the light of recent legis-
lation and decisions, whatis the protection
atforded the eitizen by existing consti-
tutionasl gnarantees in the exercise of his
right and liberty of contract, against the
Jegislative determination, in the exercise
of the police F‘ower. that the public wel-
fare f!muand- the abridgement of that lib-
erty.”

Mr. Judson then reviewed the judicial
construction of the federal and State courts
of those clauses in the Coustitution of the
United States apa the different States
which protecs the liberty of contract of
private individaals against legislation. He
1eferred to o very large number of impor-
tant decisions. He nlso referred to the at-
tewapt of the agricultural class to suppress
the mannfacture of oleomargarine, and
gave the decisions of ditferent States in re-
gard to the matter.

Keferring to legislation in regard to

anti-trust laws enacted by a number of the
States in the past few yvears years consti-
tute another instance of the exercise of po-

lice power abrideing the liberty of private |

coutract, In 8o fur as these stotutes—and
it wounld be impraecticable within
limits of this paper to analyze them in de-
tail—prohibit combinations for the general
suppresvion of competition in an industry,
they enforco the rule of public poliey

. which the courts have already announced

soveral months of the Pemocratic Congress |

will be required to aflford information us to
the business about the tarifi law tbhar the
Demoeracy will present as an issue,. Now
they have nothing with edge or point
- touching the mattes,
e ———
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~talist. The importance of this class of log-
1slation, howevor, is lessennd by the faciiity
of combination aflorded by the corporation
iaws of the ditfleront States, and it scems
probabie that the form of organization at
wh‘nrcg it was primarily aimed will soon ap-
ity PRIVATE CONTRACTS.

Mr. Judson closed lus address by refer-
ring to prospective legisiation which
might be bad on private contracts. “The
most interesting prospvective legisiation of
| this character, in view of present political
| agitation,” he sawd, “is that advocated in
certain sections of the country for the an-

nulling of any provicions of contracte of
the character now well known among mon-
ev-lenders, stipulating for paywent 1n coin
of specitie character. Statutes relating to
commmon carriers or other holders of publie
franchises, statutes enacted, 1n the interest
of publiec health or public morals, or regu-
lating the employment those
whe are mnot sui juris, and other
forms of so-called social legisla-
tion, however much some of it may
be criticised as undualy extending the
scope of Stats interferemoe, have baen
omitted from this discussion, as it is the
parpose only toconsider legislation airectly
aflecting the liberty of contract of those
who are of fuli age and of competent un-
derstanding, In the words of Sir George
Jessel: “If there is one thing more than any
other that publie policy requires it s that
men of full age and competent understand-
ing shall bave the utmost liberty of con-
tract, and that their contract when entered
into freeiy and voluntarily ¢ball be beld
sacred and shall be enforced in courts of
justice.’

“1It is npparent to eveu a saperficial ob-
server that legislation of this general char-
acter, in the abridgment of the right of
private contract, must tend greatly to in-
crease in the near future, MNotwithstand-
ing the enormous advance in the condivion
of the working classes in England durin
the last half century effiected through vol.
untary association in the exercise of indi-
vidual frecdom of contract—social legisla-
tion in Engiand baving been contined as a
rule to interference with contractural lib-
erty only in case of those who are not sui
juris—the denial of free contract seems
with many agitators to be the great panacea
for social ilis, and oftentimes the first man-
ifestation of the strength of a voluntary
labor association is in denyine the right of
free contract on the part of others.

“The rights of persons are indeed a para-
mount concern not only to the masses, but
to all citizens. and hberty of coniract is of
these personal rights the most essential to
human happiness. The force antagoniziug

rsonal rights is not the right of property,

ut the power of the State exercised in the
abridgment of individual liberty., While
the broad construction of the individual
liberty gunaranteed by the constitutional
bills of rights finds ample support in the
history and circumstances of their origin
as well as in the trend of the recent judicial
utterances of our State courts, we cannot
but be impressed with the directly o::oo-
ing concinsion of eminent jodges
in applying the same constitu-
tional guarantee to the same state
of facts, Judges who that
liberty of contraet is protected by the Con-
stitution reach _ruliotll{ difterent con-
clusions in drawing the line of limitation
aﬁainnt the invasion of that liberty by leg-
islative power. The difficulty is inher-
ent and fundamental. As we have already
seen the determination of what business
employments are affected with a public in-
terest the iimits of the publie policy which
precindes individual waiver of statntory
rights, even the facts of which the courts
will take judicial notice in determining
the wvalidity of the exercise of the police
power, are all left to be determined by
the process of judicial conclusion and
exclusiou as cases may arise, just as in
the langnage of the Supreme urt what
constitutes dne process of law most be de-
termined. Wo are between the mighty op-
posites involviog opposing fundamen
forces of human society., Human language
cannot formulate the expression of the pre-
cise line of division suited to the infinite
complexity of modern life. Upon this ques-
tion, of all others, whatever our written
Constitution may provide, it is inevitable
that our juristic conception m"=* harmon-
ize with the subtle yet all-powerful intla.
ences of public opinton, and with the con-
ception of individual libsty which
that public opinion sustains If
that is suffered to decline, no
writt en Constitution can in the end pre-
serve it against the only power which in
this age threatens it, the power of logisia-
tive majorities. In this age, as never be-
fore, tLe price of liberty is eternal vigilance,
As Mr. Lowell aptly says, ‘to the whim,
but not to the will of the people’ and in
Shis broad view Mr. Madison bhas wisely
declared that the bill of rights in a popular
government was to declare political truths
in a snlemn matter so that they may ao-
quire by degrees the character of funda-
mental maxims of free government.”
—

NEGROES SEEKING HOMES.

—— ———
Threatened Organized Invasion of the Soon-
to-Be-Opened Lands in Indian Territory.

Guranig, 0. T., Aug. 26.—A movement is
on foot to colonize with negroes the Indian
lands which are soon to be thrown open to
general eettiement, The movement has its
origin at Langston City, the metropolis of
the negro settiement, not far from here,
The agents, 850 in number, of the Langston
Colonization Society, are now laboring

with zeal among their brethrea in the
Southern States to persuade them to come
to the new country. Thousands of circu-
lars have been sent ont with the same ob-
ject 1n view, and Ay, at a meeting of
the association, the following resolutions
were adopted:

Whereas, From the most reliable information
obtainable we believe the new lands will speed-
{ly be opened: therefore,

Resolved, That we notify our people, colored
citizens of the South, to be here on the 10th of
Beptember, and that those who intend to drive
through to the Indian country to start at onoce,

Resolved, That the 850 Langston agents
throughout the Southern States notify the peo-
ple of the importance of being here by the 10th
of,Beptember to join with us in securing new
homes in the new lands.

As a result of the work of the Langston
azents in the Southern States hundreds of
negroes who havealready gona to Langston
are being cared for there by their colored
friends until the time for the invasion ar-
rives. Many negroes are arriving daily,
and by the time the lands are p im
open to settlement it is believed thousands
of colored people will have arrived here to
take part in the race for homes. The
lL.angstons believe the government owes
them homes, and they intend to secure
them at any price. Most of the negroes are
armed, and it is behieved they will make
an organized eflort to exclude all but mem-
bers of their race from settling claims; at
least, antil each negro has found a home.
The organization 18 secret, and until to-
day their objects and plans have been
known to none but themselves.

- eee—
Impending Battle in the Mountains.

MosiLg, Ala,, Aug. 26.—There is no tel-
graph line communicating with Bladen
Springs of the mountain fastnesses of Choe-
taw county where forty-five Simrites are in
ambush, having sent word toSperifl Mosely
that they were well armed and waiting for
him. The sheriff arrived at Bladen, Sun-
day. with fifty men of the county armed
with ritles, shotguns and pstels. He
stopped at Bladen oue night, and got all
possible information concerning the loca-
tion of “Bob” Sims and bis gang of fanatics,
It was reported there that the Simrites
were coming to Bladen, but they did not
come, and early Monday morning Mosley
and his men started for the hills. If the

the

L 11 -y

Simrites made a stand there has doubtiess
been an encounter betors this time, The
howe of the ontlaws is eighteen miles from

. Bladen.
trusts, Mr. Judson said: The so-called |
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Mrs. Harrison Thanked by FPatriotice Sonas.

Care May Poixt, Aug. 26.—The wife of
the President to-day received a wset of en-
grossed resolutions from the order of Pa-
triotic Souns of America, at Believue, Ky,
extending their thanks to her for her de.
termined eflorts io having uothing ous

' goods of domestic manunfactore brought

into the White House and cougratalating
 her on her American ideas. Mra Harrison
 has acknow ledged thereeeipt of the resolu.

tions,
L T~ T~ —————

Forty Thousand Scale Taken by Pouchers,

SAN Fuaxcrsoo, Aug. 26--W. H. Will.
tams, a special Treasury ageat “at Seal
isiands, Alarka, who arrived from  the
porth vesierday, left for Washington te-
day with a report for the Secretary of the
Treasury. He reports toat the toral nam.
Ler of seals taken by the North Awerican
Comomercial
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